FOLLOW UP TO THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE WORLD FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISIS AND ITS IMPACT ON DEVELOPMENT

JUNE 24-26, 2009

Excerpts selected from the Addresses of the General Debate of the 64th Session

September 23-29, 2009

TABLE OF CONTENTS

G20 Countries: 

1. Argentina: President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner
2. Australia: Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
3. Brazil: President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva
4. Canada: Lawrence Cannon, Minister for Foreign Affairs

5. China: President Hu Jintao
6. France: President Nicolas Sarkozy
7. Germany: Thomas Matussek, Chairman of the Delegation

8. India: S. M. Krishna, Minister for External Affairs

9. Indonesia: Hassan Wirajuda, Minister for Foreign Affairs
10. Italy: Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
11. Japan: Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama
12. Mexico: Patricia Espinosa Castellano, Secretary of Foreign Relations
13. Russia: President Dmitry Medvedev
14. Saudi Arabia: Prince Saud Al-Faisal, Minister for Foreign Affairs 

15. South Africa: President Jacob Zuma
16. South Korea: President Lee Myung-bak
17. Turkey: Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
18. United Kingdom: Prime Minister Gordon Brown
19. United States: President Barack Obama
20. EU:
I. Sweden: Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt (Speaking for the EU)



Other EU Countries:



II. Norway: Jonas Gahr Støre, Minister for Foreign Affairs



III. The Netherlands: Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende

Africa
      1.Kenya: Prime Minister Raila Amollo Odinga

      2. South Africa: President Jacob Zuma

      3. Sudan: Ghazi Salahuddin Atabuni, Adviser to the President

      4. Zambia: President Rupiah Bwezani Banda

Latin America

1. Bolivia: President Evo Morales Ayma

2. Mexico: Patricia Espinosa Castellano, Secretary of Foreign Relations

3. Nicaragua: Samuel Santos López, Minister for Foreign Affairs
4. Venezuela: President Hugo Rafael Chavez Frías


Brief Summary

· While Australia, Canada and Russia focused on the importance of the G20, countries such as Argentina, Brazil, France, South Africa, Sudan and Zambia focused on the need to reform the Bretton Woods Institution.  China and France emphasized the BWI’s importance, as well as the need for reform.  

· Nearly all the countries touched on the need for reform in the face of the multiple crises facing the world today, whether they couched in terms of a New Multilateralism, New Global Governance, UN Reform, or Reformed Global Financial Architecture.  

· Japan, Kenya, Mexico, the Netherlands, Russia, South Africa, South Korea, Sudan, Sweden, and Turkey all focused explicitly on the importance of the United Nations, including the need for UN reform (with the importance of revising the U.N.’s role in global financial governance either implied or mentioned directly).  

· France, India, Nicaragua, Russia, Sudan, and Venezuela were the only countries to directly refer to the Stiglitz Commission and/or the June Conference (all in a positive light), with Nicaragua and Venezuela dedicating the most time to it in their speeches.  

Notes:

Statement excerpts were taken from the United Nations General Assembly webpage: http://www.un.org/ga/64/generaldebate/index.shtml
Statements were not bold in the original.  The ones that appear in bold here are the ones that   seemed particularly important or relevant.  

The “Key Points” listed before the excerpts from each country, refer to key points within the rubric of issues related to global financial governance, UN/BWIs relations, the G20 etc., and not necessarily the key points of the speeches as a whole.

STATEMENT EXCERPTS

G20 Countries

1. ARGENTINA

H. E. Ms. Cristina Fernandez, President, 

Sept. 23, 2009

Key Points: Creating a new Multi-lateralism, Importance of ILO

(no UN English translation provided)

A. The only way to successfully tackle globalization is precisely to create shared rules that are respected by every country, by the developed countries as well as those of us on the development path.
  

B. Finally, I want to say, that as a member of the G20, which meets tomorrow in Pittsburgh, we ask that the presence of another multilateral body be heard as well in these meetings, the presence of the International Labor Organization.  In the two meetings that the G20 has had, there was much discussion of the financial crisis, but we believed, and continue to believe, that one of the keys is to return to speaking about the real economy and thus we believe it opportune that workers and (small) businessmen, as the true actors in the real economy and as the people truly equipped to revive the economy, be listened to as well in these fora, in addition to the authorities from multilateral organizations such as the World Bank.  

We are truly convinced of the necessity of building a new multilateralism in which we are all truly in equal conditions…

2. AUSTRALIA

H.E. Mr. Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister

Sept. 23, 2009

Key Issues: Current challenges facing the global order, Importance of G20

A. The global financial crisis has been a wake-up call to the international community to reform the institutions of global economic governance.
B. While our global economic system failed comprehensively to prevent this crisis, the G20 governments have rallied to reduce the damage and prevent systemic collapse. Through the agency of the G20, for the first time involving heads of government from the major developed and developing economies, governments acted in concert.

C. Action/Agenda: First, the financial market reform program must be completed and implemented to prevent a future crisis. Second, in anticipation of global economic recovery, we must agree on a framework for the coordinated withdrawal of our emergency interventions.

And third, and most critically, we must articulate a new framework for sustainable future economic growth.

D. One of the failures of the old growth model of the last decade was the lack of effective global economic coordination. To achieve this “coordination dividend”, the G20 will need to build on the structures of cooperation that have been established during the crisis and apply them to the new challenges of the global recovery. In Pittsburgh we have an historic opportunity to agree on a framework to deliver effective coordination of our national economic policies.

3. BRAZIL

President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva
Sept. 23 2009

Key Points: Reform of BWIs, New International Order, 

A. The real cause of the crisis was the confiscation of most of the sovereignty of peoples and nations through the state and democratic governments – by autonomous networks of wealth and power. I said then that the time had come for political decisions.  I said that leaders, rather than arrogant technocrats, must take responsibility for bringing world-wide disorder under control. Controlling the crisis and changing the course of the world economy could not be left to the usual few. 

B. There is enormous resistance against the adoption of mechanisms to regulate financial markets.

Rich countries are putting off reform at multilateral agencies like the IMF and the World Bank.

C. Because the global economy is interdependent, we are obliged to intervene across national borders and must therefore re-found the world economic order.  With the same determination, my country has proposed a true reform of multilateral financial agencies. Poor and developing countries must increase their share of control in the IMF and the World Bank. Otherwise, there can be no real change and the peril of new and greater crises will be inevitable. Only more representative and democratic international agencies will be able to deal with complex problems like reorganizing the international monetary system.  Sixty five years later, the world can no longer be run by the same rules and values that prevailed at the Bretton Woods Conference.
D. We are moving towards a multilateral world. However it is also a multi-polar world, based on experiences in regional integration such as South America’s experience in creating the UNASUR. This multi-polar world will not conflict with the United Nations.  On the contrary, it could be an invigorating factor for the United Nations…For a UN that can use its ECOSOC to forge decisions on confronting the economic crisis.
E. The issues at the core of our concerns – the financial crisis, new global governance and climate change – have a strong common denominator.  It is the need to build a new international order that is sustainable, multilateral and less asymmetric, free of hegemonies and ruled by democratic institutions.

4. CANADA

H.E. The Honourable Lawrence Cannon

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sept. 26, 2009

Focus: The G8/G20, Accountability

A. History has taught us that we cannot hope to emerge from the current crisis if we impede global trade in an effort to protect our national economies. Hence the need for vigorous and effective consultation at the highest levels, so that we can work together to resist the protectionist urge.
B. As Chair of the G8 in 2010, Canada will put emphasis on making the G8 more accountable and effective. Accountability means fulfilling our commitments. And effectiveness is about strengthening our partnerships - including with the UN - to tackle challenges such as the fragility of states and nuclear non-proliferation. Canada will also co-host a G20 Summit in June 2010 with our good friend the Republic of Korea. Our priority will remain economic recovery and building the foundation for sustainable growth, including for the most vulnerable.

5. CHINA

Address by H.E. Mr. Hu Jintao, President

“United as One and Work for a Bright Future”

Sept. 23 2009

Key Points: Help developing countries, Financial Institution Reform

A. The United Nations should increase its input in development, advance economic globalization in the direction of balanced development, shared benefits and win-win progress, and foster an international environment conducive to the development of developing countries. The international financial institutions should use their newly increased resources, first and foremost, to help developing countries move out of poverty and provide loans to them in a more flexible, diverse, convenient and efficient manner. Great effort should be made to increase the representation and voice of developing countries in reforming the international financial system.

B. Since the outbreak of the global financial crisis, despite great difficulties… We have taken an active part in the trade finance program of the International Finance Corporation and provided financing support to the IMF, which will be mainly used to help developing countries… China will continue to participate in and promote regional monetary and financial cooperation, maintain financial and economic stability and push forward financial cooperation and trade in the region.

6. FRANCE

Address by H.E. Nicolas Sarkozy

President of the French Republic

Key Points: New Global Governance, Stiglitz Commission

A. We need new global governance for politics, economics and the environment. The most developed countries cannot govern mankind on their own. Whole continents cannot be left out, nor billions of people who now aspire to play their part on the world stage. In dealing with the crisis, we all know that the G8 would not have had the strength, authority or legitimacy shown by the G20.

B. We need to reform the IMF and the World Bank. Voting rights need to be more equitably distributed between countries. The institutions' missions need to be redefined. It would be a mistake to limit their role to upholding an orthodoxy that has been so severely shaken by the crisis. Their role should be to watch over the economic, monetary and social balance of the world. And they must be given the resources to do so.

Reengineering the international monetary system is a huge task before us. We cannot have a system based on just one currency in a world that has become politically and economically multi-polar. We have no right to give up on the goal of carrying through the Reengineering of financial capitalism started by the G20. 

C. We cannot let the law of trade be the only law. I believe in free trade, but there are specialized UN organizations that set fundamental standards: the World Health Organization, the International Labor Organization and, tomorrow, the World Environment Organization. These standards need to be applied. Between international trade law, health law, labor law and environmental law, we need to set up a system for preliminary proceedings that gives all of these standards equal weight.

D. I would like to call on all countries, on all international organizations, to have the recommendations made by the commission chaired by Joseph Stiglitz implemented as soon as possible so that we do not repeat the same mistakes and misjudgments as in the past.

7. GERMANY

Mr. Thomas Matussek

Chairman of the Delegation 

Sept. 28, 2009

Key Points: Global Governance, Reform

A. The consultations on a Charter for Sustainable Economic Activity point in the right direction. The United Nations should be actively involved in this process.
B. Isolated reforms of individual institutions will not get us anywhere. The reform of the financial institutions and of the United Nations must intermesh as a larger reform of "global governance". A reform which, more than six decades after the founding of today's world order, is long overdue.  Germany, incidentally, is advocating at high level the improved representation of newly industrialized and developing countries as part of the reform of the international financial institutions. This is our understanding of "global governance": fair participation for everybody.

8. INDIA

H.E. Mr. S. M. Krishna

Minister for External Affairs 

Sept. 26, 2009

Key Points: The June conference, New Global Governance

A. The reform and restructuring of the global governance architecture is the critical need of our times and the voice of the developing world… To gloss over this structural deficit of the current global financial and economic architecture, would imperil the future of a vast majority of the peoples of this world and presage greater difficulties in the future.

B. India, which is actively engaged in the G-20 and other processes, has always stressed that developing countries must receive priority in any global response to the crisis.

The UN Conference on the financial and economic crisis held in June this year was opportune and provided a useful platform to collectively seek ways and means to respond to the crisis. We now look forward to an early implementation of the follow-up measures agreed to at the Conference, during the course of this General Assembly.
C. The General Assembly must be revitalized in full measure and its role as the anvil of global deliberation must be strengthened. The ECOSOC must become the fulcrum of development.

9. INDONESIA

H.E. Mr. Hassan Wirajuda

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sept. 29, 2009

A. A few days ago, at the G20 Summit in Pittsburgh, the 20 largest economies of the world, both developed and developing, addressed this crisis by agreeing to reform the global financial architecture to meet the needs of the 21st century. No more will we depend on just a few industrialized nations to solve the world's economic problems. The developing world is now part of the solution to these problems. Through the G20 the voice of the developing world will be heard in international economic and financial decision-making.

B. Financial institutions and financial instruments will have to be regulated and closely supervised…For our part in Indonesia, we are working hard in the G-20 to reform the mandate, mission and governance of the IMF and our multilateral development banks. These MDBs must deliver accelerated and concessional financing without conditionalities to the low income countries to cushion the impact of the crisis on the most vulnerable and the poorest.

C. In that sense, the root cause of this overarching crisis is a failure of multilateralism, a failure to forge a system of democratic governance at the global level. But we can rectify that failure through all-encompassing reform—reform of the relationships between and among nations in the world today.

10. ITALY

Address by H.E. Mr. Silvio Berlusconi, Sept. 23, 2009

Prime Minister of Italy

Follow up to G8 in L’Aquila, Italy

A. Our first order of business was to continue the work of banking and financial market regulations on which the Pittsburgh Summit will have to make progress. To assure solid and lasting growth, economic activity - we feel - has to be brought back to the principles of equity and transparency. The new development model should also be based on open markets and a rejection of protectionism, to allow the poorest Countries to fully benefit from the growth opportunities afforded by international trade.

B. After L'Aquila we decided to revive the Doha negotiations, with the goal of wrapping them up by 2010…Pittsburgh will be an important moment for reiterating the political commitment undertaken in L'Aquila.

C. Finally we discussed the need to firmly counter stock market speculation and the manipulation of the energy, commodities, and food resource markets…It is thus an absolute priority that the futures market be regulated more strictly…we must also strengthen the OSCE's monitoring role to fight attempts at creating new ones.

D. L'Aquila confirmed that the G8 still has a major role to play in geopolitical, non-proliferation, and development issues. With the G20, which is now developing alongside it, we need to coordinate our actions to tackle the global governance of the economy and open it up to all the main Countries that wish to contribute. This action must of course respect the central role of the United Nations, starting with its most representative organ: the General Assembly.

11. JAPAN
H.E. Mr. Yukio Hatoyama, Prime Minister

Sept. 24, 2009 

Key Issues: The New Japan: Japan as a bridge (between East and West, NGOS and Governments etc.)

A. As we advance the liberalization of trade and investment, international coordination is necessary in order to forge systems to rein in the issues of poverty and economic disparity…Japan will play a role as a "bridge" in international fora, including the G20, towards the formulation of common rules to that end.

B. Japan will work in partnership with international organizations and NGOs and strengthen its assistance to developing countries in terms of both quality and quantity.

C. In resolving various issues in international peace and stability, development and the environment, among others, the United Nations has an immense role to play. I intend to make greater use of the United Nations and to work to enhance the effectiveness and the efficiency of the United Nations as a whole.

12. MEXICO

H.E. Mrs. Patricia Espinosa Cantellano

Secretary of Foreign Relations 

Sept. 28, 2009

Key Points: Financial crisis underscores necessity of UN reform

A. The recent Group of 20 Summit in Pittsburgh has demonstrated that the magnitude of the global financial crisis required a firm response, including coordinating measures undertaken by each country to mitigate their impact in areas such as unemployment, for instance, to avoid protectionist policies. There is still much left to do, but a timely intervention by the G20 allowed further resources to be channeled to the international financial institutions, and strengthening the

participation of developing countries in the decisions taken by them.

B. The United Nations must understand that we are witnessing a new configuration of the economic global governance, and that we must adjust our policies accordingly. We require an Organization that is strong, efficacious and efficient…If it were to remain passive, alienated, and complacent, our Organization risks losing relevance as the universal and legitimate forum to find a solution to the overarching problems of humanity

13. RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Address by H.E. Dmitry A. Medvedev, President

Sept. 23 2009

Key Points: Stiglitz Commission, Strengthening the UN

A. The unification agenda has been dictated by life itself. And this dictates the growing demand for the UN as a time tested mechanism of harmonization of interests of different counties. As never before, we are feeling the need for informal collective leadership; increased role of such formats as G8, and recently, G20, as well as other negotiation and mediation fora. These platforms act not against anyone but in favor of advancing converging interests of their participants. Their agreed approaches are being implemented through' the UN system as well harmonically complementing the comprehensive efforts of this Organization as a pillar of the current world order.

B. Existing Problems…which cannot be effectively addressed without and beyond the Untied Nations.  The first one is the disbalance of currently existing mechanisms of world economy governance, inadequacy of their "rules of the game", the gap between the financial markets and the real sector of economy. We need to make joint efforts to establish such financial and economic model that would guarantee everyone from such turmoil in the future.

C. The arrangements made at the G20 Summits and the UN Conference on world financial and economic crisis and its impact on development must be fulfilled.

D. The third task that Russia deems important is the throughout strengthening of the United Nations potential. The UN must rationally adapt itself to [new] world realities. 

14. SAUDI ARABIA 

His Royal Highness Prince Saud Al-Faisal

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sept. 26, 2009

Key Issues: Reform of International Financial System

A. The best lesson to be learnt from this experience is the overriding importance of making every possible effort to remedy the flaws in the international financial system and reach international agreement on ways to remedy the flaws in the world economy in such a way as to secure a financial system that offers equal opportunities to all the parties

15. SOUTH AFRICA

Address by H.E. Mr. Jacob Zuma, President

Sept. 23, 2009

Key Issues: Reform of BWIs, UN Reform

A. The United Nations must play a significant role in finding solutions to the global economic crisis.

B. The crisis has further highlighted the urgent need for the fundamental reform of the Bretton Woods institutions, including their mandate, scope, governance and responsiveness. These institutions have been unrepresentative since their formation a half century ago. The current arrangements are inadequate and unfair. They do not reflect the changes that have taken place in the global economy. We should ensure that the election of the heads of all these institutions is more democratic, and opens opportunities to developing countries. The emerging and developing economies, including the poorest, must have a greater voice and greater participation in these institutions. Similarly, if we are to eradicate poverty there is an urgent need to conclude the Doha Round of trade negotiations in a manner that prioritizes development.

C. The UN must continue to be at the centre of multilateralism.  But it needs to be reformed if it is to carry out its mandate effectively, efficiently and transparently.

16. SOUTH KOREA

Address by H.E. Mr. Lee Myung-bak

President of the Republic of Korea

Key Points: Importance of UN and G20

A.
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B.
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17. TURKEY

H.E. Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Prime Minister

Sept. 24, 2009 

A. Global warming and the financial crisis are fundamental questions that require substantial solutions. Against such a backdrop, the relevance and indispensability of the United Nations have become even more evident.

18. UNITED KINGDOM

Address by H.E. Mr. Gordon Brown

Primer Minister

Sept. 23 2009

A. There can be no global compact for jobs and growth if we choke off recovery by failing to follow through on the coordinated global fiscal expansion we agreed and put in place.

19. UNITED STATES

President Barack Obama

"Responsibility for our Common Future" 

September 23, 2009

A. In Pittsburgh, we will work with the world’s largest economies to chart a course for growth that is balanced and sustained…We will integrate more economies into a system of global trade. We will support the Millennium Development Goals, and approach next year’s Summit with a global plan to make them a reality

B. That’s why we will support honest police and independent judges; civil society and a vibrant private sector. Our goal is simple: a global economy in which growth is sustained, and opportunity is available to all.

20. EUROPEAN UNION

I. SWEDEN

H.E. Mr. Fredrik Reinfeldt

Prime Minister of Sweden

Speaking on behalf of the European Union

Sept. 23, 2009

Key Points: UN must adapt

A. In this work, we need the United Nation's broad-based legitimacy for international actions and norms to coordinate our efforts. And the United Nations, for its part, has to adapt to stay relevant and to be able to address the issues before us. The European Union wishes to contribute to these efforts.

B. The people of the world need to know that uniting nations is not a work of the past, but of the future. Carried forward by shared values and by mutual respect. Ever more relevant with increased globalization…Always contributing actively to improving and strengthening the United Nations.

Other European Union Members:

II. The Netherlands
H.E. Mr. Jan Peter Balkenende, Prime Minister 

Sept. 26, 2009

Key Points: Speaking after Pittsburg: stability, solidarity and sustainability

A. So there is a strong will to address the underlying causes of the economic crisis. To work on the systemic imbalances, and to once again make finance a tool for growth. The agreement we reached in Pittsburgh on a framework for strong, sustainable and balanced growth is a big step forward

B. But in any event, the current situation demands that we place our common global values and interests above our acute domestic problems, however serious. Therefore, now more than ever, we need a strong, decisive and efficient UN. We need it here in New York, but we especially need it on the ground. And in this context I would highlight the vital importance of the 'One UN' initiative, which needs follow-up, and soon.

III. NORWAY

H.E. Jonas Gahr Støre

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sept. 29, 2009

A. We will pursue the reform agenda of system-wide coherence and the delivering as one agenda

AFRICA

1. KENYA

H.E. The Honourable Raila Amollo Odinga

Prime Minister

Sept. 25, 2009

A. Turning back to the global economic crisis, it is now recognized that one of its principal causes is the weakness of the international financial system. We should strengthen and promote effective multilateralism with the United Nations at the center. We need to reform the international financial governance institutions so that they can prevent crises and develop more effective and equitable responses to them.

B. Within democratic nations, each person's vote is equal to the others, regardless of their power or wealth. That is the principle that must finally be applied to the workings of the entire international system.

2. SOUTH AFRICA

Please see the G20 countries, # 15

3. SUDAN

H.E. Ghazi Salahuddin Atabani

Adviser to the President

Sept. 28, 2009

Key Points: Financial Institution Reform, June Conference

A. Comprehensive reform of the international financial and economic system, safeguarding an enhanced role for the developing countries and their participation in norm setting and standards and in decision making processes in international financial institutions are of central significance. Major industrial countries cannot constitute a substitute for our universal legitimacy as embedded in the collective voice of our states here at the United Nations. In this connection, the open-ended working group which the General Assembly entrusted to follow up the outcome of the UN High-Level Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on Development held in New York last June 2009 must discharge its work and mandate expeditiously.
B. The absence of transparency and the marginalization of the developing countries' role in the formulation and implementation of the economic and financial policies at the international level, the adoption of unsustainable patterns of production and consumption, the presence of anachronistic international financial institutions with sterile and irrational governance have contributed to the creation and exacerbation of the economic and financial crisis. 

C. From the foregoing, it is clear that for the UN is to effectively serve a changing world, it has to effect an all-out change in its tools and approaches so that it will truly express the voice of all nations.

4. ZAMBIA

H.E. Mr. Rupiah Bwezani Banda, President 

Sept. 24, 2009

Key Points: Reform of global financial institutions, and UN

A. Zambia believes that there is need to reform the international financial governance systems, to avoid future global financial crisis.  The changes which must be inclusive should respond to the needs and concerns which must be inclusive should respond to the needs and concerns of all nations, regardless of status.

B. It is essential that there be an increase in the voice and power of the developing countries in the World Bank and the international monetary fund.  The reform process should aim to improve predictability of aid flows and emphasize reforms which promote faster aid delivery and less conditionalities.  

LATIN AMERICA

1. PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA

H.E. Mr. Evo Morales Ayma, President

Sept. 23, 2009

Key Points: Nothing directly related voiced in his address.

2. MEXICO

Please see the G20, #12

3. NICARAGUA

H.E. Mr. Samuel Santos López

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sept. 29, 2009

Key Points: UN Conference, Importance of Follow up Working Group

A. Unfortunately, these world crises come up against decreased official development assistance, which is still made conditional by the international financial institutions, and also against the reluctance of the developed countries to replace the present model with one that is more just and more respectful of Mother Nature. The United Nations Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on Development announced that the G-192, as it was baptized by my brother Father Miguel d'Escoto, does have something to say regarding world economic matters. It is within the most representative institution that economic policies affecting millions should be decided, and not within groups, such as the G-8 and the G-20, that are promoters of the model of domination by the few over the majority, a model which is characterized by exclusion. In that regard, we welcome the Special Open-ended Working Group which will follow up on the outcome of this Conference.


4. VENEZUELA (Bolivarian Republic of) 
H.E. Mr. Hugo Rafael Chávez Frías, President 

Key Points: The Stigliz Commission

(no English translation provided)

A. “I’m only going to refer to the Stiglitz Commission, I invite it to be analyzed.  I invite it to be analyzed.  Yesterday we listened to the President of France.  It’s thanks to him that this report and this commission exist.  But take note of this as well: the report has 12 recommendations made by the Stiglitz Commission, let’s examine them because I think they point to something profound, even if we are not questioning the Capitalist model, we socialists question it; but anyway, let’s discuss it, let’s seek agreed upon solutions for the group, and later on for the long term.

Here the Report says: {quotes from the report}…I believe the Stiglitz Report brings very important reflections to light…this report has come at a good time.  Let’s use it and especially the governments, and especially the governments of the most developed countries...”

� La única posibilidad de abordar con éxito la globalización va a ser precisamente fijar reglas comunes que sean respetadas por todas las naciones, por las desarrolladas y también por aquellas que estamos en vías de desarrollo.


� “Finalmente, quiero decirles que, como miembro del G-20, que se reúne mañana en Pittsburgh, también solicitamos la presencia de otro organismo multilateral para ser escuchado en estas reuniones, la presencia de la Organización Internacional del Trabajo. En las dos reuniones que mantuvo el G-20, se habló mucho del problema financiero, pero nosotros sosteníamos y sostenemos que una de las claves es volver a hablar sobre la economía real y por eso creímos oportuno que trabajadores y empresarios, como verdaderos actores de la economía real y como verdaderos instrumentos para poder reactivar la economía, deben ser escuchados también en esos ámbitos junto a las autoridades de los organismos multilaterales de crédito o del Banco Mundial. Sinceramente estamos convencidos que es necesario construir una nueva multilateralidad en la que realmente todos estemos en igualdad de condiciones…”





� “Solo voy a referirme a el, el informe Stiglitz, yo invito a que se analice, invito a que se analice. Ayer oíamos al Presidente de Francia. Gracias a el existe este informe y esta comisión. Pero fíjense nada mas que esto, nada mas que esto: el informe tiene 12 recomendaciones de la Comisión Stiglitz, evaluémoslas porque creo que apuntan hacia el fondo, aun cuando no cuestionan el modelo capitalista, nosotros los socialistas lo cuestionamos; pero bien, discutamos, busquemos soluciones de consenso para la coyuntura y luego para el mediano y largo plazo.  Aquí dice el informe por ejemplo, en sus recomendaciones: {Proceeds to quote 5 points of the Stiglitz Recomendations}… el informe Stiglitz creo que aporta importantes reflexiones…este informe aparece en buena hora. Tomémoslo y sobre todo los gobiernos, y sobre todo los gobiernos de los países más desarrollados”





